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UPGRADE OF THE A1 

 
 

1.0 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

1.1 This report recaps the position with respect to the A1 upgrade between 
Leeming & Barton and updates on progress with residual issues in 
respect of Non-Motorised User access around the Dishforth to Leeming 
scheme 

 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 

2.2 Following the publishing of Highway Agency plans to upgrade the 
section of A1 between Leeming and Barton to motorway, the Forum 
submitted comments to Highways Agency 

 
2.3 At the conclusion of the consultation process a Public Inquiry was 

announced to deal with outstanding issues in respect of the 
supplementary draft orders between Scotch Corner and Barton 

 
2.4 The Inquiry was scheduled for Tuesday 4th February 2014, supporting 

documentation is attached at Appendix 1 
 
2.5 A number of items were identified in respect of Non-Motorised user 

access around the Dishforth to Leeming scheme where action on the 
part of Highways Agency is required 

 
3.0 ACTIONS 

 
3.1 The chair submitted a LAF response for consideration by the Inspector 

at the Public Inquiry, attached at Appendix 2 
 

3.2 The County Council’s position on the 3 alternative routes put forward 
for the Public Inquiry is that it does not support any of the options.  
Detailed discussions were held in respect of the original proposal which 
is still supported by the County Council 
 

3.3 Highways Agency have committed to resolving the outstanding issues 
on the Dishforth to Leeming Scheme and this has been followed up by 
the County Council’s Area Access Officer Brian Mullins 

 
3.4 At the time of writing no update has been supplied by Highways 

Agency 
 

 

ITEM 6



 
4.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

4.1 It is recommended that members receive this report for information.  
 
Contact: 
 
Aidan Rayner 
PRoW Team Leader 
01609 533077 

















SCOTCH CORNER TO BARTON A1 UPGRADE 

 

The North Yorkshire Local Access Forum wishes to fulfil its role by providing advice to the 

Planning Inspectorate, which is a ‘Section 94(4) body’ as defined within the CROW Act, on 

matters relating to access provision for those without a car.  

 

We should like to draw the Inspector’s attention to the fact that the Highways Agency had not 

got design plans ready at their public exhibition of other upgrading sections of the A1 in July 

2013 and have not consulted the LAF since.  Therefore our comments come from information 

obtained rather than specific objection to designs seen. 

 

We are told that the section of LAR between Scotch Corner and Barton will be a width of 7.6m. 

wide carriageway, in order to tie in with Kneeton Lane into which it will run, within which a 

cycle strip of a mere 50cm. will be provided.  If a 1m. cycle strip was promoted as the minimum 

acceptable in 2006 by the HA and the Inspector, why should anything less be deemed safe now?  

Cost doesn’t come into it as NMUs should be able to travel on new roads with as much 

confidence as motorists.  A cycle strip keeps vehicles away from the verges which will be used 

by horse riders, so a narrow verge dramatically increases the risk of frightened horses causing 

motorists accidents. 

 

It seems to the LAF that as the verges on Kneeton Lane are well excess of 3m. for most of the 

way it would be perfectly possible to widen the carriageway into the verge by at least 50cm. to 

give a proper 1m cycle lane, and therefore the newly-created section of LAR should be built to 

match what could be achieved for NMU safety on the Kneeton Lane.  The provision should not 

be determined the other way round.  It should be remembered that the LAR will be used by all 

motorway traffic in times of accident on the nearby motorway.   The width of the grass verges 

on the new LAR section have not been revealed to us, but the LAF is very concerned that the 

safety margins which are already minimal will be compromised further.  The HA has, in the 

past, justified lack of NMU provision on the grounds that they predict very low usage without 

the benefit of a survey, but this misses the point as a new road should be designed for the needs 

of all road users, not just those the HA decide.  This was enshrined in the old PPG 13, the 

soundness of which is still pertinent.   

 

On the completed section of upgrade between Leeming and Baldersby the cycle strips are not 

the 1m set out at PI, nor has the verge provision of 2.5m been honoured.  

This has resulted in next to no use of the LAR southbound as users do not find travelling with 

sub-standard margins alongside heavy wagons a safe option.  The cavalier treatment of NMUs 

by the Highways Agency has been profoundly disappointing in the upgrading operation to date, 

and the so-called ‘finished’ sections of upgrade are still unfit for purpose in a bid to save money 

at the expenses of NMUs. 

 

The LAF would also like to point out to the Inspector that a linkage into the remains of Dere 

Street, from the bridleway bridge near Kneeton Hall would make an obviously useful and safe 

route for NMUs, and for the HA to protest that this is not within their remit or power is their 

typically negative response to NMU needs.  Compulsory purchase of land happens all the time 

in road schemes and the LAF is of the opinion that if the will is there, then opportunities can be 

made for positives.  Sadly cash-strapped NYCC is unlikely to be able to further this really good 

route in the future to the detriment of NMU journeys.  

 

 

 

John Taylor, Chairman North Yorkshire Local Access Forum 
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